BLUE OAK CHARTER SCHOOL 
 450 W. East Ave., Chico, CA 95926 

Charter Council
Special Meeting
 
Wednesday May 11, 2011
UNAPROVED MEETING MINUTES
________________________________________________________________________________

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 5:12pm
2. INVOCATION

3. ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS
Dan Grover, Marc Kessler, Heather Altfeld, Mike Martin, Talia Scherquist

4. AUDIENCE TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 

No address made. 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

5.1 CUSD-BOS Memorandum of Understanding

Michael distributed copies of the updated MOU draft.  Discussion began with item 7 on page 22 regarding the last sentence on how BO is compared to other schools and what we will be held to regarding our testing scores. John Bohannon, Charter School Liaison for CUSD, shared that CUSD wants BO students to have every opportunity to achieve at this school as they would in any comparable school—in they eyes of the state and federal regulations.   Michael and board members acknowledged what a huge task it is for BO to achieve the state and federal standards, but shared their confidence that BO will be able to meet them.  BO is being compared to certain schools based on BO’s demographics but it was suggested that BO is actually more diverse than the compared schools.  Jeff Plotnick (new board member) suggested that we take a second look at parent demographic surveys because it has happened that parents have not accurately reflected their information on the survey, and to ensure that all surveys are filled out, noting that the ones missing may be from the families working two jobs etc who do not have time to fill them out.  
Linda brought up page 8, section (C), and explained that it speaks to BO having to contract with third parties to provide reports.  Linda explained that this could cost the school 50 to 87k per year.  John Bohannon shared that BOCC meet with CUSD Scott Jones, Director of  Business, to work out the details of this responsibility and that as he understands it, as long as BOCC has a third party who can meet the satisfactions of CUSD then it will be fine.  
Regarding the Special Education section of the document, Heather shared that the contract with Chico Country Day School has been very successful.  The MOU calls for BO to contract with the district rather than with CCDS, which impacts our budget (250k/year more).  CUSD offers a wider array of services to BO and BO would receive one full time special education teacher and one part time aide.  CUSD created these conditions in the MOU because they want more oversight of our SE services.  Essentially this contract with CUSD would guarantee that BO would be compliant in this area.  Other schools utilize Title 1 funding to provide preventative services.  John Bohannon shared that BO would have say into who will be hired for these positions and these positions would be able to attend BO trainings.
Marc moved to approve the MOU between Chico Unified & Blue Oak School as drafted, Dan seconded. (Mike Martin exited the meeting prior to this vote).  Motion carried by unanimous vote.  John Bohannon will email the finalized document (as approved tonight) with today’s date to Michael and Heather and will pick it up from Michael tomorrow.  Heather and Michael will sign.  John Bohannon will make a copy of the official document with all the signatures on it and get BO a copy.  
5.2 Field Trip Approval

The Board reviewed the Field Trip request form that was pending from the last meeting.  The Board provided Michael with feedback on the updated form.
6. FUTURE CHARTER COUNCIL MEETING 
6.1 Date of Next Regular Meeting:  June 7, 2011



7. COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE


Upcoming events were discussed.

8. COMMENTS FROM THE CHARTER COUNCIL

Marc invited the new members to sit in on a class, informed them of Brown Act trainings he’ll provide, and Dan offered to give them a tour.

9. ADJOURNMENT

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 6:36pm.
