
Seven Strategies For Reaching 820 API and 60% proficiency in all subjects

I  Target Low Scoring Grades:  

Low scoring grades last year included 2nd grade ( 11% ELA and 37% Math),  4th grade  (24% Math), 8th Grade (30% Algebra),  5th Grade ( Science; 34%) 6/7 combo (*see notes below)

2nd and 3rd grade (last year’s 2nd): Hire reading specialist for these grades add extra ELA to schedule. 

Involve parents in reading program both at school and at home. 

5th grade (last year’s 4th): Add extra math class for this grade.  Hire additional math specialist? 

Also 5th grade needs to fully cover science standards for 5th grade STAR. 

8th grade:  Need solid Algebra I class and give additional support to below proficient  students with an additional general math period.

*6/7 Combo:  Based on CST data from prior schools for these new students the percent proficiency for this class in 2010 was  ELA : 38%   Math: 25% .  Provide extra support for this class. 

All Grades:  Continuation of last year’s strategies with additional intervention for  all students below proficient.

Extra emphasis on basic and just above proficient students (‘bubble kids’)

 Friday test release question team study (see binder from Olive View School)

2 hourTest taking skills class taught  one week prior each benchmark assessment and before STAR test.  (We may consider hiring a consultant to facilitate this program) 

Release question study periods in all grades two weeks prior to STAR Testing. 

Release questions handed out as homework during two week prior to STAR tests and handed out periodically as homework throughout the year. 

II Emphasize Homework:  

Require teachers to assign ELA and Math homework in grades 2-8  Monday-Friday. (note; ELA can be long term assignments, such reading an assigned book)

Math Homework and class instruction should follow ‘Everyday Math’ workbooks. Workbooks to go home with students each day.  Home-Link Math workbooks to be handed out to parents. In math we literally all need to be on the ‘same page”. Math instruction needs to be articulated throughout the school with every classroom and intervention teacher using the same books in the same manner so that students are not confused by math instruction that does not correlate with printed curriculum. 

Host Parent Enrichment Night:  “ Supporting Math  - How to Use ‘Everyday Math’ Home-Link workbooks”  Parent John Howard is highly trained in the application of ‘Everyday Math’ and may be able to facilitate this event. 

ELA  homework assignments to be reviewed and approved by admin and board.

Record of class homework completion rate and scores to be kept by teacher and reported to admin and board. 

Homework assignment report to be turned in monthly to Admin and board.


describes assignments and standards and pacing of standards

III Targeted Intervention:

4-6 week specialty class pull-outs for all students below proficient in Math and ELA.  Students place back in specialty class when they pass proficiency assessment. 

Additional after school intervention for BB and FBB students

Hire additional intervention teachers; reading specialist for 2nd, 3rd and Math specialist for 5-8.

IV Improved Classroom Management:

In order to use instructional time most effectively each teacher needs to be skilled in classroom management.  Each interruption during class robs children of instructional opportunities.  

Administration to evaluate classroom management in each grade and provide support to those teachers who are struggling to maintain classroom order.  

Consider hosting a classroom management seminar..... either hire a consultant or ask one of the teachers at Blue Oak who are skilled in classroom management to teach this seminar. 

Specialty teachers could also use support in improving classroom management skills. 

Classroom teachers should check in periodically during specialty classes to ensure that their class is giving specialty teachers are being treated with respect and the topic is being treated with reverence. In the end the management of the specialty class is the responsibility of the classroom teacher (this is why the State requires a certificated teacher to be available when a non-certificated teacher is in the room with students)

V Integrate Specialty Classes:

Each specialty class should be able demonstrate a strong correlation between instructional material and state standards and Waldorf pedagogy.

Have specialty teachers prepare a written instructional syllabus for each instructional block that clearly outlines the goals and objectives for each grade and how those objective align with state standards.

Administration to observe and evaluate specialty teachers and provide support that improves the delivery and retention of specialty curriculum. 

VI Strengthen Field Trips:

School field trips are an opportunity to provide a intensive hands-on experience with instructional material.  Every field trip needs to include a detailed syllabus and clear instructional goals and objectives.(i.e  “Students will be able to describe the basic elements in rock formations” , “Students will be able to calculate time-distance relationships on hikes and make predictions based on average walking speed and map distances”) Every field trip should include standards based ELA, Math and Science components.

Every field trip to include an assessment at the end of the trip to determine if students have met the teacher’s instructional goals and objectives for the trip.  These assessments will be turned into administration and used to improve and refine field trip curriculum for the next year. 

VII: increase Reading:

 Studies show the number one determining factor of success on CST tests is the number of words read by students during the school year.  

Begin a Blue Oak reading program with goals and incentives for students.

Classroom based ELA reading assignments should always include a quiz (formative assessment) at the end of the assignment which encourages students to better comprehend what they are reading.  (ie. plot, characters, author’s strategies, foreshadowing etc.)


