BLUE OAK SCHOOL ENGLISH LEARNER PROGRAM  POLICY - DRAFT
Students who are English learners are faced with the challenge of having to simultaneously learn a second language and the core curriculum. They have not fully developed listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in English in order to successfully participate in the regular educational program. Many steps are taken to provide the additional support that these students need in order to be academically successful. 
In compliance with Proposition 227 Blue Oak School provides a Sheltered English Immersion (SEI) Program to effectively support enrolled English Learners. The SEI Program provides a process for elementary age students in which nearly all classroom instruction is in English but with the curriculum and instructional presentation designed for children who are not completely fluent in the language.  This program is designed to develop the acquisition of English language as rapidly and effectively as possible and to normally not exceed one year.  At BOS, SEI includes: (1) English language development (ELD) appropriate to each student’s level of English proficiency, (2) content instruction utilizing specially designed academic instruction in English (SDAIE) whenever needed for full access to the core curriculum, and (3) may include primary language support.  
The BOS curriculum offers multiple supports for the English Learner (EL) student through publisher imbedded components and teacher developed activities. All faculty collaborate as needed to discuss scaffolding options for our EL students. English Learners benefit from the use of differentiated instruction in the core curriculum delivered through Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English (SDAIE) instructional methods utilizing state approved, school adopted, standards based materials. At a minimum, all BOS teachers are CLAD certificated and subsequently qualified to make provisions within the classroom to bring English Learners up to full fluency necessary for their sustained academic performance and achievement. When deemed necessary, school-wide professional development is available to support and sustain the EL program.

BOS honors individual learning needs and creates an environment of acceptance for diverse learners. Additionally BOS teachers encourage peer tutoring and cooperative learning, which are recommended strategies for EL students. Waldorf Methods  Instruction allows for structured and creative English Language Development, which is based on the English Language Development Standards for California Public Schools. In addition to the above programs, BOS provides supplemental instructional support opportunities for students through reading intervention, classroom tutorials and in the after school homework club program.  
 Blue Oak School complies with all State and Federal law (Education Code sections 313 and 60810) and federal law (Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act [ESEA]) requiring school districts to administer a state test of English language proficiency (1) to newly enrolled students whose primary language is not English and (2) to students who are English learners as an annual assessment. Blue Oak School uses the CELDT test (instituted by Education Code sections313 and 60810[d]), which has three purposes: 
1. To identify students who are limited English proficient. 
2. To determine the level of English language proficiency of students who are limited English proficient. 
3. To assess the progress of limited English proficient students in acquiring the skills of listening, reading, speaking, and writing in English.
BOS notifies parents of the legal requirement for CELDT testing and of CELDT results within thirty days of receiving results. Administering the CELDT test fulfills the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act for annual English proficiency testing.

The BOS low student-teacher ratio (23/1) allows for more focused instruction for EL students and for opportunities for intensive interventions and effective implementation of the SIE Program. In addition to the traditional SEI Program BOS offers the additional support services of tutoring, specialized instruction by literacy and English Learner Experts, Migrant Education support, Participation in Benchmark, Strategic, and/or Intensive interventions, after school intervention programs, primary language support and limited use of primary language instruction. 
Please see the attached flow chart which depicts the process of identifying and appropriately serving EL students.
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