BLUE OAK CHARTER SCHOOL 
Charter Council
 450 W. East Avenue
Chico, CA 95926 
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, December 1st, 2009

 
	Notice:  Any person with a disability may request this agenda be made available in an appropriate alternative format.  A request for a disability-related modification or accommodation may be made by a person with a disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in the public meeting at, 450 W. East Ave, Chico, Ca or by calling (530) 879-7483 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. (at least 48 hours before the meeting).  All efforts will be made for reasonable accommodations.
 
All times noted on the agenda are approximate and listed solely for convenience.  The Board may hear items earlier or later than is noted and may move the order of agenda items.


The Blue Oak Charter Council reserves the right to take action on any item on the agenda.
UNAPPROVED MINUTES
____________________________________________________________________________________

 
1.              CALL MEETING TO ORDER at 6:31 pm
 

2.              ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS: Board members present are Bob Kruger, Nancy Ballard, Dan Grover and Marc Kessler; Sid Lewis absent. Staff members present are Stephen Montana, Linda Hovey, Natalie White and Nicole Bricker. Guests present are Chris Grettum, Tighe O’Neill, Portia Cerudi, Amanda Bosschart, Cindy Griffin and Alison Watson.
 

3.              AGENDA MODIFICATIONS: Item 7.1 should read “Approval of Minutes from Nov 3, 2009; Move item 9.5 above 9.4; Move item 13 above item 10 (closed session).
 

4.             AUDIENCE TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL:  Amanda Bosschart addressed the possibility of a lunch program.  She feels the proposed stage and build-out of the Great Room would block any future lunch program and cafeteria space.  She is applying for a grant to upgrade our kitchen and install a salad bar. Portia Cerudi requests that Charter Council members have their contact information available on website.
 

5.              REPORTS:
              5.1   
Administrative – Stephen reports enrollment is at 297 today.  Large outbreak of head lice prior to Thanksgiving break.  No record of H1N1 to date at our school. Audit is complete with Matson & Isom.  Cabinets & sinks are installed, but hardware is still needed to hook up. Stephen working with Portia, Chris and Karin (parent coordinator) who are making the parent council work more efficiently.  Stephen working with the fundraising committee to look toward a capital campaign for the Greenspace, Blue Oak will host a “Holiday Market” of vendors on Thursdays during Pizza Day.  Stephen and a parent attended the Kindergarten roundup at CSUC and spoke to many interested families whose main question was how many children in classes, not about Waldorf education. Stephen discussed small influx of students with IEPs. City of Chico responded to Stephen’s letter regarding the Use Permit requirement of 100 bike racks.  They have extended the timeline and will count the existing bike racks in the total racks required. We are currently averaging 7 bike riders a day.  Blue Oak has just installed a system called “One Call” that allows Stephen to instantaneously call or email families.  Thank you to the Parent Guild for purchasing the program which will be used for emergencies and communication.  Winter Performance is December 17, still working on seating arrangements. Linda reiterated annual audit is now complete and we did not have any findings. 
             
 5.2    
Parent Council Report –Marc Kessler reports Parent Council meeting was again well attended.  Many concerns about school clean up after meetings or events.  Kelly Munson is on the site maintenance committee and will work on this issue through her committee.  Submission to PG agenda must be in by 9:00am on Friday, agenda posted Friday at noon.  Parents voiced concerns about unattended children at school at the end of the school day; Marc was directed to bring to Charter Council agenda.  Bulletin boards around school have been well maintained with current information by the Parent Guild.  By Laws task force has been established to merge several renditions of PG by laws. Task force may be requesting minor changes to Charter Council by laws at next meeting.
              5.3   
Teacher Report – Shannon O’Laughlin ill.  Natalie White reports that teachers are soliciting small items (such as tissues) for donation from their families.  The Lantern Walk was lovely, many children and their families attended.  The last parent work date was outstanding; much work was done to the Grades playground, thank you so much.  The pie spiral was wonderful, 7th & 8th graders served all the younger children.  The faculty and children are preparing for the Winter Performance and the Festival of Lights. The faculty feels there needs to be a better process for letting staff go. Natalie gave out part of the block rotations that include accountability standards.
              

6. HUMAN RESOURCES REPORT


6.1
Receptionist Position: Stephen wanted the Board to be aware that we will be advertising for the receptionist position temporarily held by Beth Howard.  BOCS was given a gift to specifically hire a receptionist.
7.              CONSENT AGENDA

7.1
Approval of Minutes November 3, 2009: Motion to approve consent agenda by Nancy Ballard, 2nd by Dan Grover; motion passed unanimously.
             

8.              UNFINISHED BUSINESS              

8.1
School Accountability Report Card: This is information about our school that is required to be reported every year and posted to our website. Stephen highlighted the information contained in the report.  Motion to approve the School Accountability Report Card for 2008-2009 made by Nancy Ballard. 2nd by Dan Grover, motion passed unanimously.
8.2
School Improvement Plan: Stephen reviewed the school improvement plan in detail. A significant point Stephen cited was the difference in test scores for the children in socio-economically depressed subgroup, they scored significantly lower.  No action taken on this item, info only. Stephen must submit to Butte County Office of Education for their approval.
9.              NEW BUSINESS

9.1 
Unattended Children:  Discussion about children roaming free throughout hallways.  Aftercare generally excludes children in grades 6-8, but school is still liable for their well being.  It was suggested that parents be asked to send note giving permission for child to leave school unaccompanied. Parents also need be reminded to attend their younger children while in meetings or just visiting; children should always be in sight.  Stephen will remind parents to use common sense to help with this concern in his next newsletter. No action taken.
9.2
Admissions - Minimum Age Requirements: Current state law requires child be 5 years old before December 2nd, however school can accept the younger child after they turn 5. Blue Oak faculty feels the very young child should not be admitted. Stephen shared letters from parents of two younger children asking for an assessment of their children. Marc Kessler pointed out the inconsistency of the Waldorf pedagogy being a developmentally based model, yet we are holding to hard and fast date for admission. Stephen clarified any changes to the admission policy would require a change in our Charter. Bob requests Kinder teachers review existing policy and work with the parents who want in by possibly considering a Kindergarten Readiness Assessment. Discussion only, no action taken. 

9.3
Hold Harmless Agreements for Volunteers: Discussion of hold harmless agreements for volunteer work. Suggestions were made to contact California Charter Schools Association and California School Boards Association for info on parent volunteerism. No action taken.
9.4
Budget Revision: Discussion of current budget. Linda has reworked numbers based on current funding information. Budget is still not balanced and we may have to make cuts if P-1 number comes up lower than anticipated. Info only, no action taken.
9.5
Certification of 1st Interim Report: Motion made by Nancy Ballard to certify 1st Interim Report for 2009-2010. Second by Dan Grover, motion passed unanimously.
9.6
Emergency Operations Plan: Discussions of Emergency Plan. Natalie White suggested re-evaluation of the plan since the outside fence has been erected. Nancy Ballard made a motion to approve Emergency Operations Plan. Second by Dan Grover, motion passed unanimously.
10.
CLOSED SESSION


10.1
Personnel Matters

11. REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION


There was no action. The board discussed personnel matters.

 

12.              FUTURE GOVERNING BOARD MEETING AND POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS
12.1 
Date of Next Meeting – January 12th, 2009 6:30pm.


12.2 
Possible Board Agenda Items: Emergency Operations Plan
 
13.              COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE: None
 
14.              COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD: None
 
15.              ADJOURNMENT at 10:35 pm.
 

 

 

 

 

